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We are so excited to welcome you into our community at Brown. You
should be proud of yourselves for making it here because you
deserve it. While we wish you the best in your time here, we know
from experience that adjusting can be difficult.  Your classes are
probably harder,  your social life might feel frantic at times, and
things as simple as where to get a nice shape-up might be a mystery
to you. We've been there before and we've got you now.  
 
That's why we made this guide. We know that everyone's experience
is different in their first year, but there are some things we wish we
knew (or didn't have to scramble to find out). So we've put together
this guide with the hopes of:  
 
1) Informing black first-years of resources, people, and spaces that
have helped black students feel equipped, safe, and supported in
their time at Brown.  
 
2) Create an archive that documents how black students have
navigated their time at Brown.  
 
The black upperclassmen have come together and pooled these
resources, not as a substitute for the support with which we will
provide you interpersonally, but as a formal and practical source of
knowledge. We gift this to you and hope you find great use of it.  
 

Sincerely, 

Your Upperclassmen

Dear Firstyears,
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Black Student 
Organizations

( On and off campus* )

Social

African Students
Association (AfriSA) 
Black Hairitage
Black Student Union (BSU)
BUILT (Black United States
Individuals Living and
Triving)
Students of Caribbean
Ancestry (SoCA)

ActivisM

* All groups are on campus unless otherwise noted by "(off)"

DARE (off) 
 

Arts 

Black Artists and Designers
(BAAD, off)
Obsidian Magazine

Faith

Black Campus Ministries
(Christian) 

Dance 

Divine Rhythm
Oja

Greek Life

Beta Omega Chi
(Fraternity)
Delta Sigma Theta
(Sorority)
Kappa Alpha Psi
(Fraternity, off)
Phi Beta Sigma (Fraternity,
off, JWU)
Sigma Gamma Rho
(Sorority, off, JWU)
Zeta Phi Beta (Sorority, off,
JWU)
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Support Systems 
& Services

Counseling and Psychological 

Services (Caps)

It's "free" therapy! Well,  not exactly but
it is built into tuition and available to all

students, so make use of it.  //
Recommended Counselors: Bita 

     Shooshani, Jamall Pollock, 
     Ancha Santan

Career Advising - Career Lab

The career lab offers a variety of
services such as peer resume/cover
letter reviews, mock interviews,  and

talks on getting an internship,
interview prep, etc. Companies who
visit Brown often host events here.

Group Tutoring

Most STEM classes
have them. Visit

https://apps.college.br
own.edu/tutoring to

sign up.

First Generation/LOw 

Income Center (FLI CENTER)

Located on the 5th floor
of the SciLi

Sarah Doyle Women's Center

Located on the corner of
Benevolent St and Brown St

LGBTQ Center 

Located on the
3rd floor of

Faunce (2 floors
above the Blue

Room)

DEans

Maitrayee Bhattacharyya,
Senior Associate Dean for
Diversity and Inclusion 
 Vernicia Elie, Assistant Dean
for Financial Advising 
Andrés Fernández, Associate
Dean of Students 
Marquis T. Gatewood,
Associate Dean of Students 

(Say "Dean Last
Name" in person)

2
Designed and curated by Abrielle K. Moore



Safe &Welcoming Spaces

1. Brown Center 
Center for Students 
of Color (The BCSC)

2. Churchill House 
(The Africana  
Studies building)

3. Harambee House –
This is a program
house for all those
interested in the
politics, culture,
society, and other
aspects of Black
culture. Located on
Wriston Quad (2018-19
President, Lemuel
Burgos)

4. LGBTQ Center - 3rd
Floor of Faunce

5. Negroes of the Rock (NOTR) - An
informal collective of black students
who frequent the Rockefeller Library. 

6. Sarah Doyle Women's Center – A
great place to study or relax, with a
lovely tea selection and interesting
exhibits year-round.  

(alphabetical 
order)
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Sexual Assault 
Resources:
What is sexual assault? 

 Legally, sexual assault is described
as, "any type of sexual contact or
behavior that occurs without the
explicit consent of the recipient."
This means sexual assault can
include non-consensual: 

Penetration of a body part
(mouth, anus, vagina, etc) with a
body part or an object
Groping
Exposure

What is consent?* 

41. Look for an enthusiastic "yes."
Someone doesn't have to say
"no" for a situation to be non-
consensual (although if you hear
a "no" you should stop). Similarly,
if someone doesn't explicitly say
yes or is hesitant to do so/needs
to be convinced to do so, that is
not consent to continue.  
 
2. Consent is a continuous
process, so check in with your
partner(s) throughout your
encounters to see if they are ok
and want to proceed. 
 
3. Consent is only valid at the
moment it is given. Just because
someone wanted to do
something with you at some
point in the past, doesn't mean
they want to do the same thing
again.  
 
4. If someone is
unconscious/unresponsive
and/or under the influence of
drugs and/or alcohol, they are
not capable of giving consent.  
 

"Yes" means "yes"

*This is not an all-encompasing outline of
consent, but it's a good start. Do your own

research and educate yourself further. 

It doesn't just have to be sexual
intercourse. It doesn't have to
occur with a man and a woman.
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All services, except evidence collection and drug testing, can be provided for Brown
students by Health Services. 
If you are concerned about pregnancy, you can prevent pregnancy by taking
emergency contraception within 120 hours (5 days) of the assault. Emergency
contraception is most effective when taken as soon as possible. 
HIV prophylaxis treatment needs to be started within 72 hours. 
If you think you were drugged or consumed a sedative-like substance, local
emergency rooms can conduct drug testing. Ask the medical provider at the
emergency room to take a urine sample. Date rape drugs like GHB and Rohypnol are
more likely to be detected in urine than in blood. If you still have remnants of the
drink, save them for analysis. 
Drug screening can be done, at an emergency room, up to 72 hours after the incident
but is optimally done within 12 hours.  Since many of these drugs clear the system
quickly, a negative test result does not necessarily mean that no drug was involved. 
If you would like, evidence can be collected, at an emergency room, for up to 96 hours
after an assault. You can decide later whether or not you want to press criminal
charges.  Try to preserve all evidence of the assault. Avoid drinking, bathing,
showering, douching, brushing your teeth, or changing your clothes. 

Time Sensitive Medical Decisions

Where to go: 
CAPS: Counseling and Psychological Services  
401-863-3476 
counseling@health.brown.edu  
Page Robinson 512  
     Urgent Care Number  
     401-863-3476 ext 1 
     Recommended Counselors:  
 
SAPE (Sexual Assault Peer Education):
SAPE@brown.edu 
 
Brown Sexual Assault Response Line
(confidential crisis support and information) 
401-863-6000   
 
National Hotline for Sexual Assault:  
1-800-656-4673 

SHARE: Sexual Harassment & Assault
Resources & Education 
401-863-6000 
Email: share@brown.edu for survivor group
information 
 
LGBTQ Center 
lgbtq@brown.edu 
 
Title IX Office 
Brown University 
309 Horace Mann, Box 1988  
Providence, RI 02912 
Phone 401-863-2386 
titleixoffice@brown.edu 
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Food
FLAMEs    $$ Food for the soul   $

Type: Jamaican 
Address: 734 Eddy St,
Providence, RI 02903 

Type: Soul Food 
Address: 149 Admiral St,
Providence, RI 02908

Garden of Eve Caribbean 

Cusine   $$

Type: Caribbean 
Address: 405 Harris Ave,
Providence, RI 02909

La sonrisa 

restaurant   $$

Type: Dominican 
Address: 320 Broad St,
Providence, RI 02907

Monrovia   $$

Type: West African and
Soul Food 
Address: Catering only

MERENGUE 

 RESTAURANT   $$ 

Type: Dominican 
Address: 468 Cranston St,
Providence, RI 02907 

SOULFULL Fried Chicken   $

Type: Soul Food 
Address: Food Truck (they
usually park on Waterman
between Brown and Thayer
or on Thayer near
Hegeman/MacMillan)

Sue's Restaurant   $

Type: West African 
Address: 22 Winter St,
Providence, RI 02903

Note:  
$ = meal for $10 and under 
$$ = meal for $10-20
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Hair & 
Beauty

Hair Braiders

Hair/ Beauty Supply Stores

Barbers 

Hair Salons 

Shakira - (401) 616-0850 
Isabelle - (401) 442-4481
Fanta - (401) 359-5655

 

Two Brothers 
752 North Main St, Providence, RI 
Hours:  
Sun:  Closed 
Mon - Wed: 9:30 am–7 pm 
Thur - Sat: 9:30 am -7:30 pm 
 
Mixx Naturals (black woman-owned) 
685 North Main St., Providence, RI 
Mon - Sat: 11 am - 6 pm 
Sun: Closed 
 

The Barbershop on College Hill 
102 Waterman St, Providence, RI 
Hours: 
Sun-Mon: Closed 
Tues - Sat: 10:00 am - 6:00 pm 
(Tremaine is recommended) 
 
DaPoint Barber Shop 
107.5 Hope St, Providence, RI 
Hours: 
Sun-Mon: Closed 
Tues-Fri 10 am - 7 pm 
Sat 10 am - 5 pm 
(Kyle is recommended) 
 
It's Hair 
824 Broad St, Providence, RI 
Hours: Unavailable, but good
reviews. Call to find out.  
(Mr.Eli is recommended) 
 
 
 

Bliss Salon 
239 Atwells Ave, Providence, RI 
Hours:  
Sun-Tues: Closed; 
Wed-Sat: 11:00 am - 8:00 pm 
 
Miracle Braids Hair Salon and Supply 
108 Reservoir Ave, Providence, RI  
Hours 
Sun-Mon: Closed 
Tues-Sat: 9:00 am - 6:00 pm 
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Words 
of 

wisdom

"Don't be afraid of being alone"

"Follow your heart in
everything that you do."

"Be selective about what you do, and
find things you want to commit to."

"Don't be afraid to take time for yourself.
Even if you have to leave here to do so,

take the time."

"Don’t compare yourself to
everyone around you.

Everyone else is going to
seem like they have

everything together, but they
are just pretending and they
are just as scared, unsure as

you are. And thats ok."

"Be patient and gentle with yourself."

"Your other identities, like
queerness, don’t isolate you from

the black community at large."

“There isn’t one way to
be Black at Brown.”

“Take time to reflect and understand
what’s going through your head.”"You’re smart without

the buzzwords.”

From your 
upperclassmen
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“You don’t have to prove
you belong here. Brown

gets 40,000 applications, if
they chose you they made
the right choice. They were

not short of options.”

“Go in confidently in the
path you want to go

down. You don’t have to
answer anyone’s

expectations of you. The
best way to be black is
to figure out what that

means for yourself.”
“Ask questions. If you

don’t feel comfortable,
email the professor.” “It’s ok to not be okay.”

If you have questions, need advice, support, encouragement, etc.
reach out to E-Board members of various black organizations, your
BSU Unite mentor, upperclassmen, etc. We are here to support you

and we've been there before. We've got your back.

Note: 

Key dates to look out for: 

Financial Aid Renewal Deadline - 
Fall Deadline to Drop/Change Meal Plan - 
Spring Deadline to Change Meal Plan - 
Last day to add classes - 
Last day to drop a course  -  
Last day to switch grade option (ABC/SNC) -  
Housing Lottery Process Begins - 
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HAVE A 
GREAT 
YEAR!


